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<TR ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\">\
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<TD COLSPAN=\"2\" ROWSPAN=\"1\" ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" WIDTH=\"462\" HEIGHT=\"727\">\
<DIV WIDTH=\"462\" HEIGHT=\"727\">\
<DIV ALIGN=\"LEFT\">\
<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"2\"><B>THE FIRST STUARTS AND  PARLIAMENT</B></FONT><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV ALIGN=\"JUSTIFY\">\
<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">Puritan leaders that would have disposed them to the<BR>persecution of any man's religion in itself. Their<BR>quarrel was not even with the doctrines of the church,<BR>it was with the political power of the bishops. There<BR>was, it is true, in the hearts of the English people a<BR>determined mistrust of Rome and its inquisitorial<BR>practices, a mistrust that had been guilty of its own<BR>oppressive cruelties; and with a queen whose influence<BR>was openly in favour of the Pope, ecclesiastical<BR>ceremony was necessarily viewed with alert suspicion.<BR>Had the state church clearly dissociated itself in spirit<BR>as well as in letter from Romish doctrine, and been<BR>content to confine itself to its proper offices of religion<BR>without attempting to control the civil administration,<BR>there would have been no revolt against the prelacy.<BR>But the bishops, in fact, were the chief agents of the<BR>Court party in the House of Lords, and thus among<BR>the most powerful instruments of the King's policy.<BR>It was in this character that they fell beneath the<BR>Puritan judgment. Laud was executed not because<BR>he was an English churchman nor because his ritual<BR>offended a few fanatics, but because he was in effect<BR>an oppressive minister of the Crown.</FONT><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV ALIGN=\"JUSTIFY\">\
<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">It is thus that the ecclesiastical issue becomes<BR>rather identical than fused with the political issue of<BR>the time. And the political issue, inevitably compli- <BR>cated though it was by considerations of personality<BR>and local circumstance, was really quite simple in its<BR>significance; or perhaps we should say that its<BR>significance is quite simple to us to-day.</FONT><BR>\
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<TABLE class=main FRAME=\"BOX\" RULES=\"ALL\" BORDER=\"0\" CELLSPACING=\"0\" CELLPADDING=\"0\" style=\" width:363.8pt; height:564.2pt;\">\
<TR class=row>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:0.0pt;\">\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:363.8pt; height:0.0pt;\">\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:0.0pt;\">\
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</TR>\
<TR class=row ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\">\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:37.6pt;\">\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:363.8pt; height:37.6pt;\">\
<DIV class=block style=\" width:363.8pt; height:37.6pt;\">\
<DIV class=paragraph>\
</DIV>\
</DIV>\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:37.6pt;\">\
</TD>\
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<TR class=row ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\">\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:436.3pt;\">\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:363.8pt; height:436.3pt;\">\
<DIV class=block style=\" width:363.8pt; height:436.3pt;\">\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:0.0pt 0.0pt 0.0pt 83.4pt; text-align:left;\">\
<SPAN class=font0><B>THE FIRST STUARTS AND  PARLIAMENT</B></SPAN><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:6.0pt 45.5pt 0.0pt 42.5pt; text-align:justify;\">\
<SPAN class=font2 style=\" line-height:13.9pt;\">Puritan leaders that would have disposed them to the<BR>persecution of any man's religion in itself. Their<BR>quarrel was not even with the doctrines of the church,<BR>it was with the political power of the bishops. There<BR>was, it is true, in the hearts of the English people a<BR>determined mistrust of Rome and its inquisitorial<BR>practices, a mistrust that had been guilty of its own<BR>oppressive cruelties; and with a queen whose influence<BR>was openly in favour of the Pope, ecclesiastical<BR>ceremony was necessarily viewed with alert suspicion.<BR>Had the state church clearly dissociated itself in spirit<BR>as well as in letter from Romish doctrine, and been<BR>content to confine itself to its proper offices of religion<BR>without attempting to control the civil administration,<BR>there would have been no revolt against the prelacy.<BR>But the bishops, in fact, were the chief agents of the<BR>Court party in the House of Lords, and thus among<BR>the most powerful instruments of the King's policy.<BR>It was in this character that they fell beneath the<BR>Puritan judgment. Laud was executed not because<BR>he was an English churchman nor because his ritual<BR>offended a few fanatics, but because he was in effect<BR>an oppressive minister of the Crown.</SPAN><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:0.5pt 44.3pt 0.0pt 44.4pt; text-align:justify; text-indent:11.6pt;\">\
<SPAN class=font2 style=\" line-height:13.9pt;\">It is thus that the ecclesiastical issue becomes<BR>rather identical than fused with the political issue of<BR>the time. And the political issue, inevitably compli- <BR>cated though it was by considerations of personality<BR>and local circumstance, was really quite simple in its<BR>significance; or perhaps we should say that its<BR>significance is quite simple to us to-day.</SPAN><BR>\
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